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Iragi President Jalal Talibani. The U.N.,
through a similar “Compact” for Afghanistan,
raised billions of dollars for relief and recon-
struction and built an international consensus
on ways to improve the economy, security,
and human rights situation in Afghanistan.
Today, in part because of the U.N.’s role as a
platform for international cooperation, Afghani-
stan has its first democratically elected par-
liament in more than 20 years; 4 million refu-
gees have returned; 5 million children are
back at school; 60,000 combatants have re-
joined society; and the economy is growing.

These are only the most recent of a long list
of ways in which the U.N. helps to safeguard
American peace and prosperity. The U.N. cur-
rently maintains the world’s second-largest
standing army, which is keeping the peace in
some of the world’s most hostile environ-
ments. It is working to detect any outbreaks of
avian flu and develop the first line of defense
against a possible world pandemic, as the
President noted in his National Strategy for
Pandemic Influenza. It is providing humani-
tarian assistance and saving lives in volatile
regions of the world. And it is developing an
international legal framework and bringing
those guilty of crimes against humanity to jus-
tice.

In addition to taking a central role in ad-
dressing these global problems and maintain-
ing an increasingly important presence around
the world, the U.N. has taken significant action
over the past few months to look inward and
improve its own efficiency, transparency, and
accountability.

Over our July 4 recess, the U.N. General
Assembly—with U.S. consensus—agreed to a
slate of broad reforms, many of which had
been recommended by former State Depart-
ment Under Secretary for Management and
current U.N. Under Secretary General for
Management Christopher Burnham, that in-
clude an upgrade to the U.N.s information
technology systems to help better analyze and
organize real-time financial data from com-
puter systems spread around the globe and
an acceptance of internal accounting stand-
ards. These particular actions were made
against a backdrop of broader reform over the
last 6 months, during which time the U.N. dis-
mantled and replaced the discredited Human
Rights Commission; increased staff and fund-
ing for internal auditing; created an Ethics Of-
fice; and enacted whistleblower and financial
disclosure policies that are more far-reaching
that those in the U.S. Government.

Mr. Speaker, the U.N. is an indispensable
presence in the world, and it is absolutely nec-
essary for maintaining peace and prosperity in
the United States. Were the U.N. not to exist
or were it unable to fully fund its programs, the
U.S. would be forced to confront a rising tide
of issues that are simply too numerous, com-
plex, costly, and diplomatically implausible for
us to handle on our own. The U.N., as the
world’s platform for international engagement,
can only work when member states, especially
the United States, actively engage with the or-
ganization and each other. Today—and in the
future when we discuss U.S. dues to the
U.N.—we will be sending a message to the
international community. We must make sure,
in the interest of all Americans, that the mes-
sage is one of cooperation, engagement, and
support for the United Nations.
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Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, | rise to
express strong support for Israel’s right to de-
fend itself against unprovoked acts of ter-
rorism.

On June 25, members of Hamas attacked
an Israeli army post, killing two Israeli soldiers
and kidnapping another, Corporal Galid Shalit.
Israel responded with appropriate force, seek-
ing the return of its soldier and an end to rock-
et attacks coming from the Gaza Strip. Then,
on July 12, Hezbollah terrorists attacked an
Israeli military unit patrolling the Israeli border
south of Lebanon, taking two Israeli soldiers
hostage. They also began firing dozens of
Katyusha rockets at northern Israel, including
Haifa.

The acts of terrorism perpetrated by Hamas
and Hezbollah created the situation that the
world confronts today. Israel could not tolerate
such assaults on its soil, against its citizens—
no nation would. Israel responded to these
acts of war by defending themselves. They
entered Gaza and Lebanon to try to rescue
their kidnapped soldiers and prevent terrorists
from committing further attacks on their home-
land.

Both of these attacks were calculated acts
of war—attacks on Israeli soldiers guarding
undisputed Israeli territory. The attacks by
Hezbollah are blatant breaches of Security
Council resolutions 1559, 1655 and 1680,
which certified Israel’s full withdrawal from
Lebanese territory and called for the disar-
mament of all militias in Lebanon and an end
to attacks across the Israel-Lebanon border.
Unfortunately, the government in Beirut has
not done its part to enhance the security of
both nations. In fact, the attacks against Israel
are the result of Iran, Syria, and certain fac-
tions of the Lebanese Government’s inaction
towards these terrorist organizations in their
country.

Let’'s look at the facts. Despite the Security
Council resolutions, Hezbollah remains an
armed militia group that controls 23 seats in
the Lebanese parliament and 2 ministers in
the national government. According to the
State Department, Hezbollah receives be-
tween 30 and 40 million a month in cash, aid
and arms support from Iran. Additionally, the
State Department reports that Syria is an ac-
tive partner with Iran in supporting and funding
Hezbollah.

At the same time, the leadership of Hamas
recently called Hezbollah’s actions “a heroic
operation.” It is clear that, despite optimism
that Hamas would transform into a secular,
stable government, it is sticking to its roots as
a terrorist organization, supporting and en-
couraging attacks against innocent civilians.

Given these facts, | believe it is time for the
world community to take action against Hamas
and Hezbollah and the nations that support
both regimes. The United States should de-
mand that the Government of Lebanon imme-
diately release the abducted Israeli soldiers.
The same holds true for the soldier held by
Hamas in Gaza. At the same time, we must

E1489

insist that Iran and Syria immediately cease
interfering in the internal affairs of Lebanon
and the Palestinian Territories by ending all
support for Hezbollah and Hamas.

The United States must also continue to
provide Israel with consistent and broad-based
support, since an even greater destabilizing
force is developing in the region—a nuclear-
armed Iran with terrorist allies in Hezbollah
and Hamas.

| also believe the United States must also
play an active role in forging a solution to this
conflict and its underlying cause. Let us not
forget that it is not only the lives of Israelis,
Lebanese, and Palestinians threatened by the
fighting. Press reports indicate that approxi-
mately 25,000 Americans are in Lebanon,
many of whom are trying to leave that war-
torn area.

The best deterrent to future acts of terrorism
is the presence a unified world community. In
the days ahead, | hope the Bush administra-
tion works to build a broad global alliance to
deal with the current crisis in the Middle East,
which will act as a powerful deterrent against
similar acts of terrorism in the future. We can-
not afford to let Israel go it alone in this con-
flict—we need the engagement of the Bush
administration and the world community to
punish the regimes that support terror, while
also supporting the moderate voices in the
Muslim world.

At this time of struggle and great peril, we
need to stand firmly with the people of Israel
and their government. Our country will stand
with the government and people of Israel as
they defend themselves. As an independent
sovereign nation, Israel has every right to re-
spond to acts of aggression against its home-
land and the soldiers who defend it.

TRIBUTE TO SEVERO MARTINEZ
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the life of Severo
Martinez who passed away in Santa Fe on
Sunday, July 16, 2006 surrounded by his lov-
ing family and friends. Severo’s family and
friends have lost a very special person and
New Mexico has lost a patriot who answered
his country’s call early in his life to fight for de-
mocracy in Europe and the South Pacific.

Severo was born on May 7, 1916 in Chama,
New Mexico. He loved to fish and hunt
throughout northern New Mexico with his
brothers, son, grandchildren, and nephews.
My former Legislative Director Tony Martinez,
Severo’s great nephew, joyously recalls going
on many of those outings with his uncle where
Severo would always be ready to pass the
time by telling some jokes, playing cards and
sharing stories of his service during World
War Il and in the South Pacific.

Severo was a proud veteran of World War
Il where he served with the 58th Quarter-
master Battalion in Europe and in the South
Pacific. He was recalled to federal service as
a member of the New Mexico National Guard
during the Korean Conflict. As a forward ob-
server he was awarded the Purple Heart and
the Bronze Star. After release from federal
service he remained in the New Mexico Na-
tional Guard until his retirement at the rank of
Major.
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